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General:
Politically this was a happening fortnight. The political "leaders" were seen like
subjects in a meeting with Lalloo P Yadav in Bihar, India. Words are also going
around that the Bihar government will land 10,000 strong if the Madhesi demands
(whatever they may be!) are not adequately met. Interestingly theatrically on the 5th
the most disturbing entry point covering some 70% of the Nepal/India petroleum
and trade was opened after 135 (4.5 months) days. Even then the Indian
businessmen at the boarder torched tents of the agitating parties to remove
obstructions that had such a negative impact on their businesses for over 4.5 months.
Although it has been announced that petrol will be distributed from all the petrol
pumps, it is still rationed to 15 liters and the queues for petrol has not diminished nor
is cooking gas easily available. But the traffic has suddenly increased and one feels
surreal and also like there is frenzy in the air. The PM is scheduled to go to India and
China – and we are being assured that relations are easing out – what do we know –
and hope that the PM has the capacity to hold ones own while rekindling broken
relationships at least politically. Once bitten twice shy!
Case Study:
From 6 - 10th NA led 14 BL/IH youths counselors, and the Tewa led HTG 18
counselors met separately as a part of their reflection, review, and capacity building
exercise. Then they
met jointly to learn
from each other,
review and also
coordinate
better
with one another.
Since
a
joint
meeting happened
after
almost
5
months gap, there
was bound to be
much sharing and
learning.
Both
organizations took
this
as
an
opportunity to have
a couple of days of
exclusive capacity building for the volunteers and the youths, and then came together
in an overlapping day for sharing of key learning.
Through collating all the small group work they had done what came out was that
their work in the communities was invaluable for their well being, over all
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development, and for their sense of satisfaction. Nothing else could have been this
satisfying! As they said and in their own words a few points noted are as follows:
• this initiative was invaluable – we cannot name a value for this work
• it is a model for positive change
• this is our service, our religion, and our karma
• we became a source of love, confidence, and trust in the communities we
serve, they count on us, and
• we have increased ability to see and act promptly not waiting for money or
recognition, and our self confidence and morale is high
They know that despite all that they have done, there were a few untimely deaths and
illnesses, owing to lack of preparedness or extreme cold prevailing under these
conditions. They consistently said that women were more vulnerable and more at risk
owing to the earthquake and the blockade e.g. unavailability of transportation meant
they had to walk for long hours sometimes in isolated forested areas. Political
interference and careless relief approach of other organizations have made it difficult
for them – but they know the value of their work too much to give up.
Tewa/NA:
Tewa & NA went
about their work
non-stop, almost in
a coping mode.
Ongoing work of
both
the
organizations
as
well as the PEQ
work of Bhaktapur
research, capacity
building
and
reflection workshop
for mutual learning
took place.
The
Tewa
Center
participated in the
Tewa fund-raising
event
"HaatBazzat", selling all
the organic jams,
relishes, spices, and
pickles that was
grown at the Tewa
Center (Aruna with
TC homemakers sell
the
products).
Another significant
work that happened
at the Tewa Center
was the "Bhoomi
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Puja" literally the worshipping of the new land Tewa has just bought. Buddhist –
Bhikku Suhaddo & Bhikku Jutirno, Christian - Dr K B Rokaya & Draupadi Rokaya
(who is also Tewa past President), Kirat – Kul Bahadur Limbu, and Hindu priest –
Pandit Madhusudhan Adhikari, came to bless the new land on the auspicious day of
"Shree Panchami" – dedicated to Goddess Saraswoti (Above: Deepak in blue jacket
opens and introduces the ceremony). Just the beautiful rituals and the blessings we
received that moment will get us on the right track and all obstacles will be removed!
Others:
A huge relief is a change in weather, which is getting warmer - although power
outage, and the easy availability of petroleum products, and other infrastructural
challenges have not eased out in anyway we can feel the difference. This and the
advent of spring has
given Nepalis more
hope. Likewise we
have been hosting a
few events at the
Tewa Center. The
one in the picture is
the
strategic
planning meeting of
the (Pelvic Organ
Prolapse)
POP
Alliance at the
newly inaugurated
Tewa Boardroom.
A
few
more
inquiries are being
received for the
Center, making the Tewa Team more hopeful that we will see better days.
Conclusions:
We have good news! The Global Fund for Community Foundations has nominated
Tewa for the Civicus prize for brave philanthropists. Please visit the site/link, and
please send in your comments and spread the word through your social media.
Although the post earthquake work was done jointly by Nagarik Aawaz (NA) & Tewa
(to be noted in the award write-up if overseen earlier), Tewa as a women's fund could
be a recipient. We thank you GFCF (www.globalfundcommunityfoundations.org) it is through you that we have a possibility for being recognized. Please do visit the
link below and support us as you always have!
http://www.youcanbethechange.com/index.php/brave-philanthropistnominations/1078-tewa
We learnt some very big lessons at very high costs, but spring is in the air.
Collectively this will all be good for living our lives with more awareness and
passion for the good of all.
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